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HOUSE RESOLUTION 136  

By  Hackworth 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor Mr. V. L. Stonecipher on the occasion 

of his retirement and commend his service to the 
children of Tennessee. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this legislative body should honor 

those citizens who have performed with uncommon devotion and enthusiasm throughout their 

years of industry; and 

 WHEREAS, V. L. Stonecipher is one such estimable person who has served with 

distinction for forty-three years as a professional educator, having risen to the esteemed 

position of Director of Schools for the Anderson County school system in 2005; after his many 

years of distinguished service, Mr. Stonecipher has recently announced that he will be taking a 

much deserved retirement; and  

 WHEREAS, a graduate of Lake City High School, V. L. Stonecipher received his 

Bachelor of Science degree from Cumberland College in Williamsburg, Kentucky, in 1966, 

obtained his Master of Science degree in Administration and Supervision from the University of 

Mississippi in 1972, and did post graduate studies at the University of Tennessee from 1973-

1982; and  

 WHEREAS, a longtime employee of the Anderson County Board of Education, Mr. 

Stonecipher started his teaching career as a classroom teacher and coach at Rosedale 

Elementary School in 1966 and at Lake City Elementary School from 1967-1969; and  

 WHEREAS, named Principal of Rosedale Elementary School in 1969, where he also 

served as a teacher and coach, V. L. Stonecipher would become Principal of South Clinton 

Elementary School in 1973, leaving in 1984 when he accepted the post of Director of Pupil 

Special Services for Anderson County Schools; and  
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 WHEREAS, leaving the central office in 1987, Mr. Stonecipher would serve as Principal 

of Claxton Elementary School until 1999 when he was named Director of Instruction for the 

school system, a post he held until being named to his current position of Director of Schools for 

Anderson County in 2005; and  

 WHEREAS, acknowledged as a leading innovator in education, Mr. Stonecipher pursued 

a number of grants and new programs over the years to provide an enhanced educational 

opportunity for his students and new skills and tools for his teachers, such as an experimental 

program with the University of Tennessee to mainstream emotionally disturbed children, 

participation in a pilot program on computers in the classroom with the Tennessee Department 

of Education, and the creation of an annual Environmental Camp for sixth graders at South 

Clinton Elementary School in 1976 that continues to this day; and  

 WHEREAS, during his illustrious career in education, V. L. Stonecipher has performed 

consultant work with the prestigious Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, served as 

an Administrator/Peer Evaluator for the Tennessee Department of Education, and was Chair of 

the Staff Development Committee for Anderson County Schools; and  

 WHEREAS, a dedicated professional educator, Mr. Stonecipher is a member of Phi 

Delta Kappa, the National Education Association, the Tennessee Education Association, the 

National Association of Elementary School Principals, and the Tennessee Association of 

Elementary School Principals; and  

 WHEREAS, a recognized leader among his peers, V. L. Stonecipher has served as 

Chairman of the Anderson County Principals Association and held the positions of Treasurer, 

Executive Board Member, Legislative Committee Chairman, and TEA Representative Assembly 

Delegate at various times during his forty-three year membership in the Anderson County 

Education Association; and  

 WHEREAS, a participant in Leadership Education, Greater Knoxville Chamber of 

Commerce in 1990-91, V. L. Stonecipher is a Career Ladder, Level III, Administrator, and a Life 

Member of the South Clinton Elementary School Parent-Teacher Association; and  

WHEREAS, no stranger to awards and accolades, he received the Outstanding Principal 

Award from the Anderson County Chamber of Commerce in 1990, and was named Educator of 
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the Year in 1993 by the Optimist Club of Claxton and the Principal of the Year in 1995 by 

Anderson County Schools; and  

 WHEREAS, V. L. Stonecipher has been an active and important part of his community, 

contributing his time and talents to numerous worthy organizations, including the Optimist Club 

of Claxton, the Knoxville Area Council for Excellence, TEN for the Future Advisory Board, 

Claxton Youth Organization, the Ruritan Club of Rosedale, and the Anderson County Center for 

Community Justice; and  

 WHEREAS, a longtime member of Memorial United Methodist Church, Mr. Stonecipher 

has also served his neighbors as a member of the Anderson County Commission from 2002-

2005; and  

 WHEREAS, V. L. Stonecipher exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to family and 

community that are characteristic of a true Tennessean; he enjoys the love and support of his 

wife, Pat Smith Stonecipher, who teaches with Clinton City Schools, and their two children, Will 

Stonecipher, a 2007 graduate of the University of Tennessee, and Sarah Freels, a student at 

Tennessee Technological University; and  

 WHEREAS, throughout his estimable career, Mr. Stonecipher has demonstrated the 

utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the unbridled respect and admiration of 

the entire Anderson County Schools community, be they students, parents, teachers, or staff, as 

well as the citizens of Anderson County; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we honor V. L. 

Stonecipher on his distinguished career in education, commend his meritorious service to the 

children of Tennessee and extend to him our heartfelt wishes for a happy and fulfilling 

retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


